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the place where the head lay. Some earth is also put there in which nine different kinds of grain have been mixed. The pot is left there for the ten days of the nitya karma, in order to quench the thirst of the spirit which is thought to still hover near the spot. From the time of the death up to this moment no food has been cooked in the house; but now a meal is prepared, a small portion of which is carefully placed near to the dripping water for the refreshment of the disembodied spirit. This food is renewed and placed there daily during the ten days of the nitya karma ceremonies. This act ends the ceremonies of the funeral day itself, but not all the ceremonies for the dead.
On some one day of the ten during which the nitya karma rites are performed, there is a ceremony called sanchanam (collecting). This takes place usually on the fourth day, and it is performed at the burning ground. It is different from and additional to the daily rite at the preta place. The karta and the purohita accompanied by a few friends, and probably a few Brahmins, especially if a fee is given to them for so coming, will proceed to the burning ground, taking with them from the house fire, rice, ghee and curds, with pots for cooking, and also some of the sacred darbha grass. The karta then gathers together some of the pieces of bone that may be left amongst the ashes of the funeral pile. These bones are preserved in a new earthen vessel or urn for a longer or shorter time, after which they are taken and thrown into some sacred river, or buried in an unfrequented place. In the case of wealthy people, who can afford to pay the necessary expenses, it is a very common thing for Brahmins to be employed and well paid to take thi urn (asthipatra) with the calcined bones all the way to Benares, there to be thrown into the sacred Ganges. There is a slokam or verse, which is current amongst the purohitas and extremely popular, showing the great